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Starboard-tack

Port-tack

Clear Astern

Clear Ahead

I am not required 
to keep clear

Overlap

Obstruction

Obstruction

Touched the mark
One-Turn Penalty

Starting signal 

Start

Recall signals
Individual General 

C = Class flag

C = Class flag

START PROCEDURE2025 - 2028 
Racing Rules of Sailing

          Warning signal
5 minutes before starting signal 

C = Class flag

        Preparatory signal
4 minutes before starting signal 

   1 minute before starting signal 

Room to tack
Room to tack

Rule 18 does not apply

Starting Line 

No room

No room

Finishing Line

Finishing Line

Port-tack
Starboard-tack

Henk Plaatje 2025

Rule 10 broken
Two-turns penalty

I will keep clear

Overlap

Clear Astern

After the starting 
signal I will keep clear

When I’m moving 
astern, I will keep clear

Proper CourseI am finished

I am not finished

Port-tack

Starboard-tack

Windward

Leeward

The leeward side of a sailboat is the side that is 
away from the wind. The other side is her wind-
ward side.

Starboard

A boat is on a tack, starboard or 
port corresponding to her Wind-
ward side.

Developing 

 = Mark-room 

A distance of three hull lengths

Rule Number Rules Chart
 A boat with a     has the right of way
The other boat must keep clear   

Port-tack

Starboard-tack
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Leeward

Windward

Leeward

Windward

Rules 10, 11 and 12
 V

Overlap

Obstruction

Overlap

C

C

C

C

Port

X

X

Starboard-tack

Starboard-tack

Clear Astern


